


The UniversiTy of norTh Carolina aT Chapel hill DeparTmenT of mUsiC & UnC opera

presenT

ClaUDio monTeverDi’s

L’incoronazione di Poppea
libreTTo by Giovanni franCesCo bUsenello

James anD sUsan moeser aUDiToriUm

november 13, 2021 aT 7:30 pm & november 14, 2021 aT 3:00 pm

Cast   Nov. 13     Nov. 14

FortuNa    imani olUoCh    lily vanCe

virtù     sanya shah     lena KanTz

amore    abiGale hawKins    abiGale hawKins

ottoNe   isabelle Kosempa    isabelle Kosempa

NeroNe    JUlia holoman    JUlia holoman

PoPPea   KenneDy miller    KenneDy miller

arNalta    laUren raGsDale    laUren raGsDale

ottavia    nUria shin     nUria shin

seNeCa    maCKenzie smiTh    Carrina maCalUso

valletto   laney Dowell    laney Dowell

Pallade   Caroline mays    Caroline mays

drusilla   lena KanTz     sinDhUra KonDaveeTi

damigella    JorDan Taylor    JorDan Taylor

veNere    Caroline mays    Caroline mays

orChestra

eNsemble direCtor/Cello brenT wissiCK

harPsiChord   Jennifer sTreeTer anD maTThew sveC

lute aNd baroque guitar salome sanDaval

theorbo    heCTor Torres

harP    maTT Gillespie

reCorder    Jennifer sTreeTer

violiNs     anDrew Chi anD ChrisTopher Cooper

viola     elias Gross

opera synopsis CoUrTesy of GlynDeboUrne.Com.



syNoPsis 
Prologue

The Goddesses Fortune and Virtue are at war to prove who is the most powerful. Their battle is 
interrupted by Cupid, who reminds them that, in the end, love is the ultimate victor. 
aCt i
Ottone, Poppea’s lover, stands at dawn outside the palace of his beloved, venting his amorous 
passion; but seeing Nerone’s guards asleep in the street while Nerone himself is happily inside 
Poppea’s house, Ottone laments his misfortunes. Nerone and Poppea, fondly embracing, bid 
farewell to one another with tender caresses. Poppea talks with Arnalta, her old confidante, about 
her ambitions; Arnalta warns her to put small trust in great men, or Fortuna. The empress Ottavia 
recounts her sorrows. Seneca consoles Ottavia and exhorts her to be steadfast. Ottavia’s page, 
Valletto, makes fun of Seneca. Ottavia leaves to pray in the temple. Seneca speculates on the 
transitory grandeur of this world. Nerone declares to Seneca that he will follow his own wishes in 
marrying Poppea. Appealing to moral and political reason, Seneca tries to dissuade him, but Nerone, 
in a fit of rage, dismisses him. Poppea and Nerone discourse on their happiness. Nerone promises 
to make her empress. Seneca is slandered by Poppea, and Nerone angrily decrees his death. Ottone 
accuses Poppea of faithlessness; she disdains him scornfully, telling him that she is Nerone’s. Ottone, 
in despair, rages against Poppea. Rejected by Poppea, Ottone returns to his former love, Drusilla, and 
swears fidelity to her. Drusilla rejoices in her regained love: and so ends the first act.

20-Minute interMission

aCt ii
Mercury announces to Seneca that he will die on that day; undaunted by the horrors of death, 
the latter gives thanks to Heaven. Seneca receives the death sentence which Nerone has decreed. 
Steadfast, Seneca prepares to leave this world. Seneca consoles the members of his household who 
try to dissuade him from death, and orders them to prepare the bath in which he will die. The page 
Valletto and Damigella, a maid of the empress, amorously jest together. Nerone, having heard of 
Seneca’s death, together with a friend Lucano, sings amorously, delirious with Poppea’s love. The 
empress Ottavia orders Ottone to kill Poppea, under threat of her imperial rage, and to disguise 
himself as a woman for his own safety. Ottone, deeply grieved, leaves in confusion. Ottone reveals 
to Drusilla that under Ottavia’s order, he must kill Poppea, and asks her for her garments so that he 
may disguise himself. Drusilla agrees to give not only her clothes, but her help and secrecy as well. 
Poppea, rejoicing at the death of Seneca, prays to Amore that her fortunes may prosper. She decides 
to rest in the garden and is lulled by Arnalta’s lullaby. Amore hides near Poppea while she is asleep, 
to prevent her death. Ottone, disguised as Drusilla, enters the garden in order to kill her, but Amore 
prevents him. Poppea awakens and Ottone (who is thought to be Drusilla) escapes. Amore declares 
that having saved Poppea he will crown her empress that very day; and so ends the second act.
Act III
Drusilla rejoices, hoping soon to hear the news of the death of her rival Poppea. Arnalta comes to 
seize Drusilla, who bemoans her fate. Nerone questions Drusilla about the attempted murder. Though 
innocent, in order to save Ottone, she confesses to having tried to kill Poppea, and is therefore 
condemned to death. Ottone, seeing that the innocent Drusilla has been sentenced, reveals himself 
as guilty of the crime and confesses that he acted under Ottavia’s orders; whereupon Nerone spares 
his life, condemning him and Drusilla to exile. Nerone decrees the repudiation of Ottavia and orders 
that she be exiled. Nerone swears to Poppea that she will be his bride that very day. Repudiated by 
Nerone, Ottavia leaves alone, weeping as she abandons her country and her family. Arnalta enjoys 
her new-found status, and exults in her contentment. Nerone solemnly attends the coronation of 
Poppea. Amore crowns Poppea as goddess of beauty on earth: and so ends the opera.
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